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2003 NTTI LESSON PLAN


IN THE MOOD FOR JAZZ 

MASTER TEACHER: DANA BAUER


In The mood for jazz

Subject Matter: English - Literature

Grade Levels: 4-5

Time Allotment: Two 45-minute class sessions 

Master Teacher: Dana Bauer


Overview

Students evaluate how the use of literary devices and word choice contribute to the work’s impact by reading, watching and listening to the Caldecott Honor book, Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra. 

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Identify examples of literary devices and sound devices to create moods.

· Write a piece of poetry that creates a mood through specific word choice.

Oregon Standards available at:

www.ode.state.or.us/cifs/english/
English - Literature

· Identify the book as being a non-fiction, historical biography.

· Identify examples of literary devices, including similes, metaphors and personification.

· Identify examples of sound devices, including alliteration, onomatopoeia and rhyme.

· Identify how decisions the author made about word choice develop a mood.

· Read a literary selection from a unique culture and time period.

English - Writing

· Use a variety of words that fit the topic, audience and purpose.

· Experiment with new words or use everyday words in new ways.

· Convey a sense of involvement with the topic.

· Use a tone that attempts to match the purpose and audience.

Media Components

Video

Available from TRS Video On Demand at www.opb.org/edmedia/trs/:

· “Duke Ellington” (16:27)

· Clip: “Duke Ellington: The Piano Becomes His All Time Love” (04:19)

· Clip: “Duke Ellington Forms His Own Band” (07:01)

· Clip: “Duke Ellington: One of the Few African Americans to Play Carnegie Hall” (03:16)

Web

· PBS Kids

This site provides educational activities for children, tips for parents and lesson plans. The “Jazz Kids” portion includes:

· Timeline (history of jazz)

· Improvisation Station (create original music)

· Repeat the Beat (identify instrument sounds and repeat patterns)

· Now and Then (jazz musician biographies)

 www.pbs.org/jazz/kids
· PBS Jazz Biographies

This site provides audio samples (song clips) of Duke Ellington’s music, as well as audio features which provide a general introduction to the career and music of the Duke. 
www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_ellington_duke.htm
· Continental Harmony – Sound Lounge

This site is designed for informal interactive musical experiences. Students learn about:

· Music and mood

· Common functions of music around the world

· Painting pictures with found sounds

· Exploring the composer’s tools

· Visual imagery/the visual power of music

· Music, slavery and the Civil War
www.pbs.org/harmony/soundlounge
Materials 

· Access to computers with Internet capability

· A projector or television that is hooked up to a computer to play the video clips

· Five small Post-Its, lined paper and a pencil for each student
Prep for Teachers

Prior to teaching this lesson:

· Teach students to identify literary devices and sound devices.

· Download the Duke Ellington video clip on the computer you will use to project the clips for the classroom presentation. Be certain that the computer has a copy of the free Windows Media Player installed. 

·  Open a new Microsoft Word document and minimize it.

When using media, provide students with a Focus for Media Interaction, a specific task to complete and/or information to identify during or after viewing of video, Web sites or other multimedia elements.

Introductory Activity 

Step 1:
 Play part of a particularly abrasive song from a hard rock compact disc or cassette tape. Ask the students how the music makes them feel. (Encourage students to notice feelings of anger/angst.)

Step 2:
 Repeat the activity from Step 1, using part of a beautiful, soothing and classical symphonic piece. (Encourage students to notice the feelings of peacefulness and tranquility.) 

Step 3:
 Finally, repeat the activity with Duke Ellington’s “Take the A Train.” Ask students what kind of mood this piece of jazz music by Duke Ellington creates. 

Learning Activities

Step 1:
 Explain to the students that just like Duke Ellington used music to create a mood, authors use words and illustrators use visual media to create “moods.” Show the students the book, Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra. Ask them to tell you in which literary form it is written (non-fiction, historical, biography).  

Step 2:
 Tell the students that you are going to read the book aloud to them. Ask them to listen to the words and look at the pictures to decide what kind of mood the author, Andrea Davis Pinkney, and illustrator, Brian Pinkney, created. Note that Brian Pinkney was recognized in 1999 with a Caldecott Honor award for the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children. Read the book aloud and share the pictures. Discuss what mood they created.

Step 3:
 Remind the students that the authors chose their words carefully to create a desired effect. Ask them to remind you of some of the literary devices and sound devices they have learned about (activate prior knowledge). Tell the students that they are going to experience a video clip of the same book, which will include words, music and artwork. Tell them that they will experience the first “clip,” which will last about four minutes. Tell them that their Focus for Media Interaction during this first clip will be to listen for literary devices and new words or everyday words used in new ways. Tell them to write these words on lined paper as they notice them. 

Step 4: Provide the students with a Focus for Media Interaction by telling them that in the very beginning of the clip they should notice examples of rhyme, dialogue, alliteration and repetition. Tell the students to write these words on their papers to remind them of their focus. Remind them that they are also going to listen for new words or use of everyday words in new ways. Tell them to write “new/interesting words” as well. Play the first 90 seconds of the clip, “Duke Ellington: The Piano Becomes His All Time Love” (04:19).

Step 5: After playing the first 90 seconds of the clip, press pause and minimize the video clip. Maximize the new Microsoft Word document that you prepared in advance. Call on students for examples of literary devices and new words or use of everyday words in new ways. Type these examples into the Word document and have other students either copy this new idea or check for spelling errors in their notes (if they already noticed the idea). Some examples might be:

· “man . . . band” (half rhyme)

· “Hey, call me Duke!” (dialogue)

· “smooth talkin’, slick steppin’, piano playin’ kid” (interesting words)

· “tired tune” (alliteration and personification)

· “one and two and one and two” (repetition)

Step 6: Tell the students that they are going to listen to the remainder of the clip, continuing to look for these and any other devices or new/interesting words that they can find. Save the Word document and minimize it. Maximize the video clip and press play to continue playing the rest of the clip. Repeat the activity in “Step 5,” adding more examples, like:

· “day after day” (repetition)

· “humpy dump sound” (onomatopoeia)

· “wiggle, plunk” (interesting words)

· “made-up melodies” (alliteration)

· “left-handed hop, right-handed slide” (new words)

· “press on the pearlies” (alliteration)

· “fine-as-pie good looks” (simile)

· “flashy threads” (metaphor)

Step 7: Tell the students that you are going to play the rest of the video. Play the remaining two video clips: “Duke Ellington Forms His Own Band” (07:01) and “Duke Ellington: One of the Few African Americans to Play Carnegie Hall” (03:16).

Step 8: As an assessment, have the students write a “mood poem.” They will need to include at least three literary devices and both new and interesting words that convey a particular mood. Tell them that they may not write the name of the feeling that they are trying to elicit anywhere on their paper. (The culminating activity will also provide assessment of application.)  

Culminating Activity

Step 1: Share the mood poem that you wrote with the class. Have the students pretend to write down the mood that you created with words on an “invisible Post-It.” Call on four students at random to see if they guessed your intended mood. Give yourself one point for each correct answer and half of a point for each close answer. Add up your points and decide, with the class, if you were successful at communicating a mood using language in your poem.

Step 2: Pass out five small Post-Its to each student. Explain to them that you are going to have them form groups of five and share their poems one at a time. Then monitor as one student from each group shares their poem aloud, receives feedback from their peers, and self-assesses their success. 

Cross-Curricular Extensions

History 

· Have students visit PBS Kids www.pbs.org/jazz/kids and click on the Timeline to learn about the history of jazz. By reading through and discussing this timeline, students will interpret data and chronological relationships presented in timelines and identify cause-and-effect relationships in a sequence of events, both of which are fifth grade benchmarks.

Reading  

· Have students visit PBS Kids www.pbs.org/jazz/kids and click on Now and Then to read Duke Ellington’s biography and an additional biography of their choice.
Art
· Have students visit PBS Kids www.pbs.org/jazz/kids and click on Improvisation Station to create original music. They can also click on Repeat the Beat to identify instrument sounds and repeat patterns.

· Visit Amazon.com www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0786801786/qid=1056048684/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/103-1749553-8319049?v=glance&s=books
Click on books and search for Duke Ellington + Andrea Davis Pinkney. Click on the back cover of the book and zoom in. Project this image while playing a Duke Ellington CD and let the students try to re-create the same piece or create a similar piece. Discuss elements of design, such as line, shape, contrast, harmony and symmetry. Tell the students that they are trying to create a mood with this art piece. Teach them that “subjective art” is art that is full of personal emotions and feelings. This activity will address the fifth grade benchmark wherein students create a work of art using experiences, imagination, observation, artistic elements and technical skills to achieve desired effect.

Community Connections

· Have the students choose a song that they enjoy listening to that effectively uses musical sounds and lyrics (language) to create a mood. Encourage them to ask their family members and friends for musical suggestions and help in analyzing the song. Tell them that their Focus for Media Interaction is to look and listen for literary devices, sound devices and new/interesting words, as well as to listen for musical elements and look for artistic elements that they’ve discussed in class. Encourage the students to read the lyrics and look at any related artwork carefully. Have students sign up to present the song and their analysis of its mood to the class during a sharing time. (This activity will incorporate speaking, reading, music and art benchmarks).  

· Instead of finding a song to analyze for mood, some students may choose to complete the above activity with a Caldecott Book. Have the students visit the Caldecott Medal Home Page at www.ala.org/alsc/caldecott.html to find other artistically prominent books to look at and read. Tell them that their Focus for Media Interaction is to use skimming and scanning skills to search through the titles and find books they want to read and analyze. Once they find the book(s) they want to analyze, students can find it in their school or local library, or buy it from a local bookstore or on the Internet. Students will choose a book and evaluate the art and writing as with the above community connection.
· Have students and their families visit the Continental Harmony – Sound Lounge at www.pbs.org/harmony/soundlounge. Remind them that the Focus for Media Interaction is to learn how musicians create mood with sounds. Have the students write a one-page reflection about their experience at the Web site, including what they learned and how they enjoyed the process. 
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